
 
For Immediate Release: 

  
CENTRAL ELEMENTARY NAMED 2019 NATIONAL BLUE RIBBON SCHOOL 

Elizabeth Forward School District Receives First Blue Ribbon in its History 
  
Elizabeth, PA, September 26, 2019 - Elizabeth Forward School District is proud to 
announce that Central Elementary School has been designated as a 2019 National Blue 
Ribbon School by the U.S. Department of Education.  The honor was made official by 
during an event hosted by U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos earlier today.    

“We recognize and honor your important work in preparing students for successful 
careers and meaningful lives,” said U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos. 

“This award validates what we are doing every day in and out of the classroom to help 
our students grow. We have been committed to working together as a team to 
personalize learning for every student,” said Mary Carole Perry, principal, Central 
Elementary.  “Through our technology initiatives, modern curriculum, and positive 
school culture, we have created the best possible environment for deeper learning. Our 
parents have generously supported our efforts in connecting our school to the larger 
community and volunteer their time to help make learning fun.  Its an honor to accept 
this recognition on behalf of this great community.” 

The National Blue Ribbon honors public and private elementary, middle and high 
schools where students either achieve high learning standards or are making notable 
improvements in closing the achievement gap.  The award plaque affirms the hard work 
of students, educators, families and communities in creating safe and welcoming 
schools where students master challenging content.   

“On behalf of the entire school district, I would like to congratulate Mrs. Mary Carole 
Perry, Principal of Central Elementary, the teachers, support staff, our students and 
parents on this award, added Dr. Todd E. Keruskin, Superintendent of EFSD.  “The 
National Blue Ribbon Award is the most prestigious academic honor a school can earn. 
This comes from years of hard work by our principal, faculty, staff, parents and 
especially our students.” 

National Blue Ribbon Schools are on education’s cutting edge, pioneering innovative 
educational practices from professional learning communities and project-based 
learning to social and emotional learning and positive behavior systems. Schools are 
nominated by the state department of education and then complete a comprehensive 
application about school practices. 

 “The Elizabeth Forward School Board is so proud of this amazing honor and 
congratulate the staff, parents and most importantly our kids,” said Mr. Tom Sharkey, 
EFSD school board president.  “We have an amazing school district and community that 
continues to do great things.” 

For more information on Elizabeth Forward School District, visit www.efsd.net. 


